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THE   SEAL   OF   THE   SOCIETY 


At  the  1910  October  meeting  of  the  Society,  held  October 
28,  the  acquisition  by  the  Society  of  a  Seal,  as  a  material 
expression  of  its  corporate  existence,  and  in  symbolism  ot 
its  spirit  and  purpose,  was  made  a  special  event,  incident 
to.  which  were  submitted  three  Papers,  oneWy  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  reporting  the  story  of  the  inception,  the 
designing  and  the  construction  of  the  Seal ;  a  second  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Schmauk,  in  description  of  the  scheme  of  the  Seal, 
its  symbolisms, and  their  interperation  ;and  a  third,  by  Capt. 
H.  M.  M.  Richards,  I.itt.  D..  in  historical  presentation  of 
Seals  in  general,  from  whence  derived  and  what  they  sig- 
nifyr  which,  three  Papers  follow  here  in  the  order  just 
named. 


REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  ON  A 
SEAL  FOR  THE  SOCIETY 

Your  Executive  Committee  begs  to  report  that  in  pursu- 
ance of  action  by  the  Society.  Oct.  21.  1W.  relative  to  is- 
suing Membership  Certificates  to  its  members,  which  ac- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  your  Com- 
mittee appointed  S.  P.  Heilman,  M.  D.,  J.  H.  Redsecker. 
Ph.  M.,  and  the  Rev.  T.  E.  Schmauk.  D.  P..  I  committee 
Dec.  9,  1904,  to  deivse  a  design  oi  a  seal  to  be  affixed  to 
the    proposed    Membership    Certificates. 
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Your  committee  further  reports  that  after  some  years 
of  inactivity  on  the  part  of  said  SeaP  Committee,  reasons 
for  which  are  stated  further  on,  the  matter  was  again  taken 
up  Jan.  15,  1909,  and  actively  pushed.  After  having  con- 
sidered with  much  care  and  deliberation, a  number  of  designs 
submitted  by  members  of  the  Society,  all  of  them  of  much 
merit,  including  a  design  by  the  Seal  Committee,  the  de- 
sign submitted  by  that  Committee  was  adopted,  March  11, 
1910.  as.  and  to  be.  the  seal  of  the  Society,  in  form  and  ap- 
pearance as  the  Seal  is  now  shown  you.  At  the  same  time 
authority  was  given  the  Seal  Committee  to  secure  estimates - 
oi  the  Cost  of  making  a  seal  such  as  the  adopted  design  indir 
cated.  -^ 

After  having  heard  estimates  from  a  number  of  seal 
makers  the  order  for  .making  the  seal  was  given  The  Bailey, 
Banks  &  Riddle  Co..  of  Philadelphia,  July  8.  1910,  and  the 
seal  made  by  them  is  now  turned  over  to  the  Society  in  ful- 
fillment of  the  aforesaid  orders  and  proceedings. 

Explanation  of  a  number  of  points  pertaining  to  this 
matter  of  a  seal  is  due  the  Society.  One  reason  for  the  Ion? 
and  seemingly  needless  delay  is'  that  at  the  time  the  mat- 
ter of  a  seal  was  taken  up.  and  so  for  some  years  following, 
the  expenditures  of  the  Society,  and  by  this  is  meant  its  ab- 
solutely necessary  expenditures,  were  so  close  to  its  re- 
ceipts that  the  closest  economy  had  to  be  practiced,  and 
there  was  little,  or  no.  money  at  hand  over  and  above  that 
required  for  the  absolute  contingents  of  the  Society. 

Still  another  reason  was  that  later  came  the  break  in  the 
health  of  Mr.  Redsecker,  a  valued  member  of  the  Seal  Com- 
mittee. This^reak  was  of  an  increasing  and  continuous 
character,  ensuing  in  his  death,  April  20,  1909.  The  other 
members  of  the  Committee  felt  reluctanAo  act  without 
his    valued   assistance   and    participation. 
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The  Seal  taken  in  its  several  parts  consists  of  an  engrav- 
ing die,  mounter!  in  a  hand  press,  and  six  electro  types  for 
printing  letter  heads,  envelopes,  etc.  As  to  the  matter -of 
cost,  which  seeminglv  is  somewhat  large,  your  Committee 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  a  maker  of  seals  having  a  repu- 
tation for  good  work  such  as  attaches  to  the  makers  of  this 
Seal  was  the  party  best  to  deal  with.  That  consid- 
eration largely  decided  the  matter  in  the  minds  of  your 
Committee,  and  it  believes  that  the  Society  will  readily 
approve  of  the  larger  expenditure  involved  in  the  employ- 
ment -of  seal  makers  as  competent  and  reliable  as  was 
done  in  this  case.  Furthermore  the  securing  of  a  seal  for 
a  society  is  art  occurence  in  its  existence  that  happens  most- 
ly only  once  and  ends  there,  justifying  the  employment  of 
expert  workers  and  the  expenditure  of  money  in  amount  at 
all  times  necessary  :o  secure  first-class  work. 

Your  Committee  is  gratified  to  have  this  matter  of  a 
seal  come  to  this  favorable  conclusion,  and  that  the  So- 
ciety has  now  come  into  possession  of  a  Seal  in  every  way 
beautiful  and  expressive  in  design.  For  this  the  Committee 
feels  that  the  Society  is  in  a  large  way.  and  in  a. special 
sense,  indebted  to  Drs.  Heilman  and  Schmauk.  the  Com- 
mittee on  Seal,  and  that  it  should  tender  these  gentlemen 
due  expression  of  appreciation. 

Xor  must  your  Committee  fail  to  state  that  the  original 
drawing  of  a  design  for  this  seal,  upon  which  drawing  all 
subsequent  work  was  based,  was  made  by  Mr.  A.  A.  Rit- 
cber.  of  Lebanon,  who.  besides  having  repute  as  an  archi- 
tect that  is  State-wide  and  as  such  has  done  and  is  doing 
work  of  the  very  best  kind,  is  also  a  valued  member  oi  this 

Society. 

Respectfully   submitted. 

BY   THE   EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE. 
S.    P.    II  kit. man,    S<rrr/dri/. 
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THE  SEAL  OF  THE  LEBANON  COUNTY  HISTORI- 
CAL SOCIETY 


BY    REV.    THEO.    E.    SCKMAUK,   D.    D. 


The  Principles. 

The  Facts  to  be  hell  in  mind,  in  designing  a  seal  for  Leb- 
anon County,  are  the  following: 

1.  That  the  County  is  a  part  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

2.  That  the-  County  is  the  heart  of  the  Lebanon  Valley. 
witlvihe  JMue  Mountains  on  the  one  side,  and  the  Cornwall 
hills  on  the  other. 

3.  That  the  basis  of  its  wealth  artfd  power  are  its  agricul- 
ture, and  its  iron  deposits  and  its  -steel  industries. 

The  chief  Truths  to  be  kept  in  cognizance,  in  designing 
a  seaMor  a   Historical  Society,  are  the   following: 

1.  That  the  object." of  such  a  Society  is  to  investigate  and 
record,  on  the  printed  page  of  History,  those  human  ac- 
tivities of  original  settlement,  development,  and  achieve- 
ment, in  which  the  hand  of  man,  by  the  grace  of  God.  has 
transmuted  the  resources  of  nature  to  their  higher  use. 

2.  That  such  a  recorded  Account  is  to  he  done  in  hif'ori- 
cal  perspective,  with  a  historical  point  of  view,  and  funda- 
•mental  dates. 

3.  That  the  work  is  being  done  in  a  true  spirit  of  Ameri- 
can loyalty  and  patriotism. 

4.  That  the  record  must  be  wreathed  about  with  that  im- 
perishable literary  grace  which  will  cause  it  to  live,  as  a 
matter  of  human  interest,  after  the  scenes  and  events  to 
Which  it  has  referred  have  passed  away. 

/- 

The  State  and  County  Seals  Recognized. 
In  this  Design,  our  County's  Society,  "in  testimony  of  its 
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loyalty  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn,  first  of  all  recog- 
nizes the  Seal  of  the  Commonwealth  in  the  Eagle,  the 
Shield,  and  the  Three  Elements  of  material  prosperity  in 
the  State:  namely,  the  products  of  the  soil,  or  the  Sheaves, 
the  machine  for  working  the  soil,  or  the  Plow,  and  the 
means  of  transportation,  or  the  Ship,  Boat  or  Railway 
Train. 

The  Seal  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  is  the  Official  Seal 
of  all  the  legal  departments  of  the  County,  and  is  distin- 
guished from  the  State  Seal  only  by  the  legend  in  the  mar- 
gin. Thus  both  the  State  and  the  Countty  seals  have  al- 
ready formed  a  tradition  which  is  rig*  to  be  altogether 
ignored,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  emblems' that  have  come 
to  represent   Lebanon   County   in   all   its  official  acts. 

The  Book  As  a  Basis. 

As  the  chief  office  of  a  Historical  Society  differs  from 
that  of  a  Commonwealth  and  of  a  County,  in  not  being  for 
Protection  and  Defense,  but  in  being  for  the  preservation 
and' perpetuation  of  a  Record,  we  have  laid,  as  our  basa! 
element  of  the  design,  the  lines  of  an  Open  Record,  instead 
of  a  Shield,  and  have  transferred  the  Shield  of  the  County 
and  the  State  to  an  ornamental  place,  to  illumine  the  Rec- 
ord of  our  Society  for  History  with  honor.  This  ornament 
of  honor,  rests,  like  a  marker,  upon  the  top  of  the  page  and 
surmounts  it.  The  whole  design,  viz..  the  Book  and  the 
Shield,  is  crowned  by  the  Eagle,  which  indicates  the  patri- 
otism; power,  and  free  sweep  of  the  motive  of  the  Society. 

The  Contents  of  The  Book. 

Within  the  Shield,  there  are  the  Candle,  symbolizing 
thorough  investigation  and  research;  and  the  Pen.  plucked 
from  one  of  the  feathers  of  the  Eagle,  to  accurately  record 
the   results  of   investigation    and    research. 
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The  Right  Hand  Page. 

The  State  Seal's  three  symbolical  elements  of  power  are" 
transferred  to  one  page  of  the  Record  Book,  as  being  pecu- 
liarly appropriate  to  Lebanon  County,  except  that  the  Ship, 
which  signifies  maritime  commerce,  has  been  replaced  by 
the  Canal  Boat  and  the  Canal,  which  is  our  great  historical 
feature,  and  which  almost  bisects  the  County  from  east 
to  west. 

The  activities  in  our  County,  symbolized  by  the  Plow, 
or  manufacture  and  use  of  machinery,  embrace  such  older 
establishments  as  the  Weimer  Machine  Works,  the  Agri- 
cultural Works,  the  various  Boiler  Shops,  and  also  the 
newer  steeFconcerns  such  as  the  Arrjerican  Iron  and  Steel 
Works ;  as  well  as  our  various  Industrial  Works.  Thus 
the  results  of  nature  and  of  human  toil,  viz.,  the  Harvests, 
the  iron  and  steel  Plow,  and  the  Transportation  industry. 
Occupy  the  right  hand  page  of  the  Record. 

.  The  Left  Hand  Page.  I 

The  ground  work  of  the  left  hand  page  of  the  Record  is  a 
cross  section  of  our  valley  taken  from  nature  itself,  and  ex- 
tending from  the  Blue  Mountains  and  Gravel  Hills  on  the 
north,  bisected  by  the  Union  Canal,  to  the  furnace  region  at 
Cornwall  on  the  south.  This  is  to  represent  old  historic  Leba- 
non County,  the  hills  in  the  north,  the  canal  in  the  centre, 
and  the  Cornwall  region  on  the  south.  The  year  1727  marks 
the  earliest  recorded  settlements  and  the  beginning  of  sur- 
veys, deeds,  and  legal  documents. 

These  two  pages  inform  us  that  both  the  history  and  the 
harvests  of  the  toil  of  Lebanon  County  are  recorded  for 
all  future  time'  in  the  Record,  i.  e.,  the  Publications  of  the 
Lebanon  County  Historical  Society,  Mfhose  object  is 
neither  material,  nor  social,  nor  poetic  and  imaginary,  but 
historical. 
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The  touch  of  grace  and  ornament  of  completion  is  given 
by  the  sprays  or  wreaths -of  laurel  upon  which  the  book 
is  resting.  The  actual  and  legal  historical  pillar  upon  which 
the  story  of  the  County  itself  is  fastened,  is  alluded  to  in 
the  legend.  "Founded  1813,"  above  and  beneath  the  Dock 
The  outer  circle,  after  the  manner  of  all  the  official  seals 
of  the  various  departments  of  Lebanon  County,  is  given  to 
that  particular  department  of  work  in  the  County  which 
has  control  of  this  province  namely,  Lebanon  County  His- 
torical Society.  And  as  it  is  a* Historical  Society,  the  date 
of  its  Organization,  1898,  is  also  given.         ** 

Appropriateness  of  the  Seal. 

This  seal  is  particularly  appropriate  because  it  ranges 
the  Lebanon  County  Historical;  Society,  alongside  of  the 
other  executive  departments  of  Lebanon  County,  and  be- 
cause it  is  an  interpretative  culmination  of  the  seals  of  therw 
all.  This  fact,  properly  presented  from  time  to  lime, 
to  the  people  of  Lebanon  County,  should  cause  them  to  real-, 
ize  that  the  Lebanon  County  Historical  Society  is  attempt- 
ing to  record,  for  coming  generations,  in  truly  historical 
manner,  the  work  that  the  County  itself  has  been  able  to 
accomplish  ;  and  should  convince  them  that  the  Society  is 
worthy  of  a  place  alongside  of  the  other  working  activities 
of  the  County. 


I 
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A  WORD  ABOUT  SEALS. 


BY  CAPT.   H.   M.   M.  RICHARDS,  LITT.  D. 


What  is  the  seal?  Whence  its  derivation?  Why  is  it 
still  in  use? 

These  -are  questions  which  can  only  be  answered  by  re 
hearsing^somewhat  of  a  story  nearly  as  old  as  that  of  our 
inhabited  world  itself,  and  quite  lis  interesting. 

When  God  created  human  beings,  and  placed  our  first 
parents  in  the  Garden  of  Eden,  He  knew  their  happiness 
could  not  be  complete  unless  they  had  some  medium  thru 
which  they  could  communicate  to  each  other  their  wishes 
and  thoughts,  express  to  each  other  their  mutual  love,  tell 
each  other  their  joys,  and  together  give  audible  praise  and 
thanks  to  their  Creator  an<J  Heavenly  Father.  This  gift 
of  God  still  remains  with  us  and  we  call  it  spoken  lan- 
guage. 

With  the  continuously  increasing  growth  of  the  race, 
and  the  migration  of  its  component  parts  to  more  or  less 
distant  locations,  communication  by  word  of  mouth  became 
an  impossibility,  and  very  early  there  was  evolved  a  meth- 
od or  system  whereby  certain  utterances  of  the  mouth  were 
given  distinct  shape  in  the  form  of  various  characters,  and. 
in  time,  mankind  was  in  possession  of  a  written  language.. 

You  wil>  notice  that  I  have  laid  emphasis  on  the  word 
written.  I  do  so  because  by  it  I  wislv~you  10  understand 
that  the  form  of  language  which  then  came  into  existence, 
with,   naturally,   th^    many    modifications   to    which    it    has 
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been  subject  from  that  time  to  this,  was  indeed  written,  in 
the  sense  that  its  characters  were  formed  laboriously  by 
hand  and  with  a  pen.  It  is  true  they  were  traced  frequent- 
ly upon  tablets  of  clay  and  then  baked  to  a  sufficient  hard- 
ness, as  we  have  found  in  unearthing  the  libraries  of  very 
ancient  cities  just  discovered  ;  it  is  also  true  that  these  char- 
acters have  been  chiseled  on  monuments  and  buildings  of 
stone,  but,  for  all  that,  the  language  remained  but  a  written 
one,  and  one  which,  for  that  very  reason,  could  only  be 
expressed  by  those  who  had  acquired  the  ability  to  do  so, 
that  is,  by  those  known  as  the  men  of  learning. 

It  was  no  light  matter,  in  the  oL^pin  times  to  become  a 
clerk,  or  learned  man.  one  capable  of-'placing  by  hand  his 
thought,  and  those  of  others,  on  some  tangible  material. 
Because  it  meant  much  toil  and  study,  and-took  up  much 
time,  such  an  one  became  unfitted  for  the  ordinary  voca- 
tions of  his  day,  and.  as  a  result,  the  learning  of  the  past, 
with  its  ability  to  write,  was  confined  largely  to  the  priest 
in  the  temple  and  the  monk  in  the  monastery.  The  kings 
and  princes,  with  their  nobles  and  officers,  knew  but  liule 
of  life,  save  what  pertained  to  war,  while  the  peasantry, 
when  not  engaged  in  cultivating  the  soil,  shared  with  their 
masters  the  fortune  of  battle.  To  these  men  book  learning 
and  writing  was  a  something  not  even  to  be  considered, 
and  a  business  altogether  lacking  the  dignity  oi  their  pro- 
fession of  arms. 

For  centuries  feuds,  fighting  and  slaughter  crowded  out 
of  the  heart  of  man  all  desire  to  know  anything  but  how 
best  to  resist  the  attack  of  an  adversary,  and  how  best,  in 
turn,  to  overcome  him. 

This  leads  us  directly  to  what  was  the  inception  of  that 
which  we  call  a  ''Seal." 

As  all  conflicts  of  the  early  days  were  by  hand,  where 
each  was  exposed  to  the  sword  cut  or  spear  thrust *of  the 


*    * '-^»*'i'    ^-i-suaillfi 


290 


LEBANON  COUNTY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


other,  or,  at  most,'  to  the  blow  of  a  dart  or  arrow  cast  at 
comparatively  short  range  and  without  a  rnaximum  of 
penetrating  power,  every  effort  was  made  to  keep  such  *a 
missile  from  reaching  a  vital  point  of  the  body.  Protect- 
ing armor,  and  shield,  was  early  used,  at  first  merely  cover- 
ing the  body  and  crown  of  the  head,  but  eventually,  in  the 
case  of  nobility,  encasing  every  part  of  the  person  and  even 
hiding  the  features  from  view. 

Here  at  once  arose  a  difficulty.  Unable  to  distinguish 
i he  features  or  their  leader,  who,  in  turn,  wab  prevented 
from  making  himself  knew,  it  can  easily  be  seen  that  some 
distinguishing  mark  was  necessary  to  prevent  interminable 
confusion  and  unquestionable  defeat.  Then  came  the  adop- 
tion by  each  of  his  own  device,  differing  frsn.  that  of  all 
others,  which  was  displayed  upon  his  armor  and  "shown 
upon  the  ens;gn  which  became  the  rallying  point  for  his 
followers. 

This  was  the  beginning  of  what  gradually  developed  in- 
fo the  science  of  Heraldry, -still  of  value,_but  the  importance 
of  which  in"  the  past  we  of  today  can  so  little  realize  be- 
cause of  the  lack  of,knowledge  which,  in  general,  we  have 
concerning  it. 

Existing,  as  it  did,  at  a  time  when  the  great  mass  of  peo- 
p  c  were  unlearned — the  poor  because  they  were  poor,  and 
the  mightly  because  their  brains  were  filled  with  wars, 
rumors  of  wars  and  fightings,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  else — 
it  became  not  only  a  necessity  from  a  genealogical  stand- 
point, and  in  time  of  war,  but  a  most  convenient  vehicle,  for 
the  transaction  of  legal  and  other  business,  for  those  un- 
able to  write.  The  form  which  it  took  for  such  purpose 
wa^  that  of  the  signet  ring  or  seal,  on  which  was  engraved 
the  heradic  device  pertaining  tp.  its  owner. 

Had  the  King,  or  noble,  a  message  of  importance  to  send 
(elsewhere,  it  was   verbally   imparted   to   a  trusted   courier 
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and  with  it  his  signet  ring  to  vouch  for  its  accuracy  and 
reliability.  Was  there  a  gift  of  a  piece  of  property,  or  a 
sale  of  it  effected,  the  deed  was  made  valid  not  by  a  written 
signature  but  by  affixing  the  seal  of  its  former  owner. 
Whatever  the  occasion,  whatever  the  document,  it  needed 
but  the  heraldic  seal  to  tell  its  story. 

It  can  readily  be  understood  how  it  was  but  a  step  from 
the  family  seal  to  that  of  a  city,  a  university,  a  monastery, 
or  an  ecclesiastical  dignitary,  and  how  its  use  became  prac  - 
tically  universal. 

As  far  back  as  the  time  of  the  patriarch  Jacob  tribal 
distinctions  seem  to  have  been*used  in  the  form  of  signets 
and  seals,  embodying  what  might  be  called  heraldic  prin- 
ciples. In  the  "Hand-book  of  Heraldry. M  by  John  E.  Cus- 
sans.  an  English  work  of  note,  are  mentioned  a  number 
of  facts  bearing  on  this  subject,  from  which  I  take  the  liber- 
ty o-f  quoting.  He  refers  to  the  signet  of  Judah  as  being 
the  earliest  instance  in  the  Bible  of  a  seal,  the  property  of 
its  owner,  known  by  an  appropriate  inscription.  This  was 
about  the  year  1730  B.  C.  so  that  engraved  signets  have  cer- 
tainly been  »n  existence  three  thousand  ,  six  hundred  years — 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  before  Moses  wrote  the 
I>ook  of  Genesis.  The  Hebrew  word  rendered  signet  (Gen. 
XXXVIII-18)  denotes  a  ring  seal,  with  which  impressions 
were  made  to  ascertain  property;  and,  from  Jeremiah  XXII- 
24.  it  seems  they  were  worn  on  the  left  hand,  though  they 
may  also  have  ben  rn*pended  from  the  neck  by  a  ribbon, 
as  they  are  still  worn  by  the  Arabs.  Again,  we  read  o\  Jez- 
ebel sealing  letters  with  the  King's  seal ;  of  Darius  sealing 
a  decree  with  his  own  signet  and  with  tho«=e  of  his  lords  ; 
and,  in  several  other  places  in  the  Old  Testament,  refer- 
ence is  made  to  the   practice. 

In  the  British  Museum  many  impressions  o\  ancient 
Egyptian  <eal<  are  preserved.     They  are.  for  tne  most  part. 
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square,  and  formed  of  fine  clay,  being  affixed  to  the  docu-   I 
ments  by  strips  of  papyrus  or  cord.     They  seldom  .bear  the 
names  of  individuals,   unless   they   were  of  regal   dignity  ; 
mo<t  of  them  are  impressed  with  the  sacred  names  of  the 
deities. 

Amongst  all  classes  of  the  Romans  seals  were  commonly 
in  use.  By  an  edict  of  Xero  it  was  ordered  that  every  tes- 
tator should  affix  his  seal  to  his  will,  and  that  it  should  be 
further  attested  bv  the  scab  of  seven  witnesses.  Xo  par- 
ticular device  seems  to  have  been  adapted  by  the  Roman 
Emperors  upon  their  sigilla:  thus  we  find  that  of  Julius 
Caesar  bearing  a  representation  of  Venus;  Augustus,  a 
Sphinx,  and  sometimes  the  heacr^of  Alexander  the  Great. 

Leaving  behind  us  any  further  reference  to  the  general 
customs  of  ane'ent  times  we  come  to  the  specific  use  of  the 
Seal  in  England,  with  which  country  we  have  been  so  close- 
ly connected,  and f with  whose  people,  laws  and  ways  we  are 
still  so  thoroughly  identified. 

The  earliest  record  extant  of  a  seal  being  attached  to 
any'  imjiortant  document  in  England  dates  from  the  era 
of  Edward  the  Confesser  (cir  1050).  There  are  documents 
in  existence,  however,  prior  to  this  period  to  which  arc  ap- 
pended such  sentences  as  the  following,  which  appears  on 
a  charter  of  Edwy.  brother  of  Edgar  (A.  D.  956:  "Ego  Ed- 

wimis menm   donum   praprio   sigillo   confirman"    ([ 

Edwy have  confirmed  my  gift  by  my  own  seal"),  but 

it  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  the  term  sigillium  does  not 
rather  refer  to  the  mark  of  Edwy — the  signum,  or  sign  of 
the  Cross.  Indeed,  his  brother  Edgar,  in  a  charter  to  Crow- 
land  Abbey    (A.    I).  966),  expressly   mentions   this,  in  the 

following    words :    "Ego     Edgardns istud     chiro- 

graphium  cum  signo  Sanctae  Crucjs  confirmavi"   (I.  Edgar 

have  confirmed   this   writing   with   the   sign   of  the 

Sacred  Cross).     The  sign  of  the  Cross,  attached  to  .a  deed. 
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seems  to  have  been  commonly  employed  as  a  sacred  pledge 
to  render  binding  a  compact,  even  in  cases  where  the  con- 
tracting parties  were  able  to  affix  their  signatures.  In  the 
charter  of  the  foundation  of  the  Abbey  of  St.  Martin,  bv 
William  the  First — the  Conqueror  (cir  1070),  a  small  cross 
is  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  signatures  of  the  King  and 
the  fourteen  nobles  who  attested  it.  Sir  H.  Spelman  writes: 
"So  superstitiously  did  those  Times  think  of  the  Crosse, 
that  they  held  all  things  sanctified  that  bare  the  signe  of  it ; 
and  therefore  used  it  religiously  in  the  Charters" ;  and  from 
this  circumstance  may  be  deduced  the  custom  which  still 
obtains,  amongst  persons  unable^p  write,  of  affixing  their 
Cross  or  mark.  The  earliest  regaT  autograph  known  to 
exist  is  that  of  King  Richard  the  Second  (cir  1380).  In 
the  St.  Martin's  Charter  it  is  probable  that  William  affixed 
the  Cross  while  the  signature  itself  is  evidently  written  by 
a  clerk. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  earliest  impression  of  a  seal. 
known  to  exist  in  England,  is  that  of  the  Confessor,  but 
there  are  two  others  which,  if  authentic,  antedate  it".  One 
is  a  brass  matrix  of  Allfric.  Earl  of  Mercia.  found  near 
Winchester  in  the  year  1833;  the  other  an  impression  of  the 
seal  of  Ethelwald.  Bishop  of  Duuwick.  found  near  the 
Monastery  of  Eye  in  1821.  and  now  preserved  in  the  Brit- 
ish Museum.  These  nobles  were  contemporaries  and  lived 
(cir.  990).  about  fifty  years  before  the  accession  o\  the  Con- 
fessor. 

It  was  not  until  after  the  Norman  Conquest  that  wax 
impressions  of  Seals  were  regarded  as  necessary  addenda  to 
legal  documents,  for.  although  the  confessor  attached  his 
Great  Seal  to  certain  deeds  and  charters,  yet  many  bore 
no  other  mark  oi  attestation  than  t he  Signum  Cruets  (Sign 
of  the  Cross).  From  the  ^nd  of  the  Eleventh  Century. 
however,  verv   few  documents  exist  which   do  not   bear  an 
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impressed  stamp  on  wax.  Originally,  no  one  below  the  rank 
of  a  Baron  wa«  entitled  to  a  seal,  but,  "as  land  became  more 
and  more  sub-infeudatcd.  and  wealth  generally  more  dis- 
tributed, the  use  of  seals  was  diffused  among  all  classes 
legally  competent  to  acquire  or  aliene  property." 

The  earliest  maner  in  which  seals  were  attached  to  docu- 
ments was  en  placard — that  is.  simply  impressed  on  the 
margin  of  the  parchment,  but.  shortly  after,  other  methods 
were  devised.  They  were  sometimes  affixed  by  a  parch- 
ment label  to  the  bottom  of  the  document,  or  suspended 
by  silk  cords;  at  oth^r  times  a  strip  was  cut  from  the  bot- 
' torn,. -to  the  end  of  which  the  seal  was  appended.  The  ob- 
ject"Ert"  these  later  methods  wa^  to  enable  the  wax  to  receive 
an  impression  on  each  side.  The  Great  Seals  of  England 
are  thus  pendent,  and  bear  a  double  device. 

Other  objects  than  wax  impressions  were  occasionally 
used  as  Signa.  and  appended  to  documents.  We  read  of 
one  monarch  making  his  knife  take  the  place  of  a  seal,  and 
of  another  using  his  ring  for  the  same  purpose. 

For  legal  and  genealogical  purposes  no  relics  exist  of 
more  importance  than  seals,  and  none  on  which  greater 
reliance  can  be  placed,  for  the  devices  represented  noon 
them  must  always  be  1  hose  actually  born  bv  their  posses- 
sions at  the  time  of  their  employment.  On  many  ancient 
deeds  and  charters  no  dates  are  inserted  and  Seals  frequent- 
ly afford  the  only  evidence  by  which  they  can  be  deter- 
mined. 

The  date  of  Seals  can  be  approximately  ascertained,  in 
the  majority  of  instances,  by  attention  to  the  following 
general  distinctions.  Prior  to  the  Thirteenth  Century  they 
were,  for  the  most  part,  oval  and  pointed,  those  of  secular 
nobles  bearing  a  representation  of  their  possessors  on  horse- 
back, without  any  Heraldic  device.  Until  the  Twelfth  Cen- 
tury  Roman  capitals   were  generally   used,  but   about   that 
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era  Gothic  letters  were  adopted  for  the  legends,  which  usu- 
ally commenced  with  the  form  Si..  Sig..  or  Sigill.  At  the 
close   of   that  century   they    were    highly    embellished,    and 

Armorial  Bearings  began  to  appear,  depicted  on  a  shield. 
During-the  Fourteenth  Century  the  shield  was  vertically  di- 
vided, containing  in  the  right  half  the  Arms  of  the  husband, 
and  in  the  left  those  of  his  wife,  the  whole  embellished 
with  Helmet,  Crest  and  Mantling,  and  surrounded  by  small 
shields  on  which  appeared  the  Arms  of  those  families  with 
which  the  owner  of  the  Seal  claimed  connection.  Towards 
the  end  of  this  century  we  find  Seals  protected  by  Fenders, 
which  were  formed  of  plaited  twigs,  rig^ies.  straw,  or  paper, 
twisted  around  the  impressions- to  protect  them  from  injury. 
In  the  succeeding  century,  the  highest  excellence  oi  art 
was  attained,  and  Seals  were  generally  larger-  than  at  any 
other  period.  Quarterings  were  now-  exhibited,  by  which 
the  shield  was  divided  into  sections,  each  section  display- 
ing some  one  of  the  Anns  of  the  various  families  to  which 
its  possessor  was  allied  by  blood,  and  Seals  were  richly 
embellished  with  all  the  external  ornaments  of  the  shield 
required  by  the  rules  of  heraldry.  From  this  period  they 
began  to  lose  their  distinctive  heraldic  character,  for  reasons 
which  will  be  noted  later,  but  they  almost  invariably  l>.->rc 
upon  them  the  date  of  their  adoption. 

As  a  distinguishing  mark  it  will  be  found  that  the  Seals 
of  Kcclesiasties  are  nearly  always  of  a  pointed  oval  form, 
suggested  by  the  form  of  the  fish,  which  in  early  Christian 
times,  was  used  as  a  symbol  of  Christ,  from  the  tact  that 
the  initial  letters  of  "Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  oi  God,  the  Sav- 
iour," in  Greek,  formed  the  word  IXOY^  [ichthus) — a 
fish,  and  the  official  Sigilla  oi  Bishops  are  of  that  shape  at 
the  present  day.  The  earliest  ecclesiastical  Seals  bear  a 
half-length  impression  of  their  owners,  who.  shortly  after 
the  Norman  Conquest,  are  represented  as  holding  a  pastor- 
al  staff  in   the  left  hand,   the   right  being  raised   in   the   act 
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of  benediction.  During  the  Twelfth  Century  they  appear 
at  full  length,  either  seated  or  standing;  and,  in  the  two  suc- 
ceeding centuries,  they  are  represented  as  seated,  in  full 
Episcopal  vestments,  usually  under  a  canopy  of  more  or 
less  elaborate  workmanship. 

The  Papal  leaden  Bullae  (balls,  or  knobs,  used  as  Seals 
for  edicts  and  documents)  were  first  instituted  after  the 
fall  of  the  Western  (Roman)  Empire,  the  oldest  known  be- 
ing that  of  Deusdedit  (A.  D.  615),  which  bears  the  figure 
of  a  man  standing  between  a  lion  and  a  lamb,  and  the  Greek 
letters  Alpha  and  Omega  (the  first  and  the  last).  During 
the  Thirteenth  Century  the  Bullae  were  somewhat  larger 
than  beforehand  bore  a  cross  between,  the  heads  of  St.  Peter 
and  St.  Paul  with  the  name  of  the  rope  inscribed  at  full 
length,  which  hitherto  had  been  signified  only^by  a  mono- 
gram. The  Seals  of  Bullae  relative  to  matters  of  Justice 
were  attached  by  a  hempen  cord,  and  to  those  of  Grace  by 
st rands  of  silk. 

Amongst  the  valuable  Harleian  M.  S.  S.  (Xo.  6079 )  in 
'.he  British  Museum,  collected  by  Robert  Harley.  first  Earl 
of  Oxford  (1661-1724).  much  valuable  information  on  the 
subject  of  seals  will  be  found,  written  by  Henry  Lilly, 
Rouge-Rose  (Red  Rose)  Herald  (temp.  Elizabeth.  cm\ 
1560).  from  which  the  following  extract  is  made,  the  ortho- 
graphy being  changed,  for  the  sake  of  convenience,  to  con- 
form to  that  of  modern  times:  "At  first  the  King  oitlv,  and 
a  few  other  of  the  nobility  beside  him,  used  the  seal.  Af- 
terwards, noblemen  for  the  most  part,  and  some  others,  as 
a  man  may  see  in  the  History  of  Battle  Abbey,  when  Rich- 
ard Lucye,  Chief-Justice  of  England,  in  the  time  of  King 
Henry  II  (cij.  1160).  is  reported  to  have  blamed  a  mean 
subject  for  that  he  used  a  private  Seal,  whereas  that  per- 
taineth  (as  he  said)  to  the  King  and  nobility  only.  At  this 
time  also  (as  John  Ross  noteth),  they  used  to  engrave  in 
iheir  seals   their  pictures  and  counterfeits."  covered   with  a 
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long  coat  over  their  armour.  After  this,  the  gentleman  of 
the  batter  sort  took  up  the  fashions,  and.  because  they  were 
not  all  warriors,  they  made  Seals  engraved  with  their  sev- 
eral coats,  a  shield  of  Arms,  for  difference  sake,  as  the  same 
author  reporteth.  At  length,  about  the  time  of  King  Ed- 
ward III  (cir.  1330),  sealing  became  very  common,  so  that 
not  only  such  as  bore  Arms  used  the  Seal,  but  other  men 
fashioned  to  themselves  signets  of  their  own  device. — some 
taking  the  letters  of  their  own  name,  some  flowers,  some 
knots  and  flourishes,  some  birds  or  beasts,  or  some  other 
things,  as  now  beheld  daily  in  use." 

The  color  of  the  wax  affords  but  lit  W.  evidence  of  the 
dace  of  the  impression  ;  it  may  be  stated,  however,  that,  in 
general,  wax  of  its  natural  color — the  reference,  of  course. 
being  to  bees-wax — bespeaks  an  earlier  period  tnan  when 
tinted.  Wafers  were  not  introduced  until  the  close  of  the 
Sixteenth  Century,  and  sealing  wax — as  now  in  ordinary 
nsc — not  until   the  Seventeenth. 

As  the  prime  purpose  of  the  Seal  was  its  use  on  legal  doc- 
uments the  necessity  for  its  accuracy  is  self-evident.  It 
was  impossible  that  there  could  be  any  error  in  the  delinea- 
tion of  the  Arms.  etc..  engraved  upon  it.  Such  an  eiror. 
whether  proceeding  from  carelessness  or  ignorance,  could 
not  fail  of  immediate  detection,  which  would  mean  that,  if 
important,  it  would  be  immediately  rectified.  This,  at  once. 
proves  its  great  value,  from  an  Heraldic  standpoint,  to  the 
student  of  genealogy  and  history.  The  evidence  afforded  in 
the  past,  even  as  at  present,  by  monumental  effigies  ami 
inscriptions,  cannot,  in  all  cases,  be  implicitly  reliei^upon. 
Shaking  of  such  errors  Mr.  Grimaldi  says:  "Many  instances 
are  in  record  of  the  incorrectness  ot  inscriptions,  which 
arises  from  various  causes;  executors  are  not  always  well 
informed  on  the  subject:  frequently  all  transactions  relat- 
ing to  funerals  and  monuments  (of  eminent  men  especially), 
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are  under  the  directors  of  an  undertaker,  a  man  seldom  very  \ 
careful  or  very  learned ;  he/  again,  bands  over  half  of  his  t 
orders  to  the  stonemason,  a  man  probably  of  less  learning; 
and,  if  we  often  see  the  most  absurd  orthography  in  Epi- 
taphs, there  is  less  reason  to  imptite  infallibility  to  the  chisel 
when  carving  dates.  The  monuments  of  Sterne  and  Gold- 
smith may  be  referred  to  as  notorious  proofs ;  in  the  latter 
there  is  an  error  of  no  less  than  three  years." 

As  an  example,  and  added  proof,  of  what  this  writer  has 
said,  we  need  only  point  to  the  tombstone  of  Conrad  Weis- 
er's  wife  in  the  orchard  at  Womelsdorf,  Pa.,  where,  as  a 
result  of  careless  recutting  of  figures  which  had  become 
nearly  obliterated  by  time,  it  has  been  made  to  appear  that 
her  birth  and  age  were  entirely  at  variance  with  the-Jxue 
facts  in  the  case.  The  inscription  (in  German)  now  reads: 
"Eva  Anna,  wife  of  Conrad  Weiser,  was  born  25  January 
1730,  died  27  I>ecember  1778.  She  was  48  years  of  age," 
whereas  the  correct  original  epitaph  gave  her- birth  in  1700 
and  her  age  78  years. 

With  the  ending  of  the  Fifteenth  Century  and  beginning 
of  the  Sixteenth  there- began  to  be  a  wonderful  unfolding 
of  the  Divine  plans  for  the  further  welfare  of  mankind.  The 
Reformation,  under  the  leadership  of  Martin  Luther,  was 
the  inception  of  a  great  change  in  religious  matters ;  Christo- 
pher Columbus  was  permitted  to  re-discover  the  New  World  ; 
but,  above  all  others,  there  were  two  things  which  had  a 
vital  bearing  upon  the  subject  now  before  us.  Thev  were 
the  rapidly  increasing  use  of  gunpowder  in  warfare,  and 
the  invention  of  the  art  of  printing  by  means  of  movable 
type. 

Wken  the  first  of  these  supplanted  the  inferior  and  less 
fatal  sword,  spear,  dart  and  arrowrby  its  ball  moving  with 
great  velocity,  it  meant  that  defensive  armor  was  doomed  to 
become  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  that,  with  it,  the  science 
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of  Heraldry  was  to  he  consigned,  not.  indeed,  to  oblivion, 
but  rather  to  the  museum  for  the  benefit  of  the  student  of 
history  and  genealogy.  It  was  ordained  to  be  no  longer  a 
practical  and  living  part  of  the  needs  of  man.  but.  in  truth, 
only  a  science  and  relic. 

With  the  second  came  the  great  revolution  from  what 
had  been  but  a  written  language  to  the  wonderful  printed 
language  we  now  possess.  With  this  art  of  printing,  and  the 
consequent  rapid  dissemination  of  knowledge,  the  mists  of 
ignorance,  which  had  overspread  the  world  for  so  many  cen- 
turies, were  rolled  back,  just  as  the  rising  sun  chases  away 
the  mists  from  our  material  caffV  Instead  of  the  prince 
and.  noble  boasting  of  his  lack  of  book  learning  the  time 
came  when  it  was  felt  to  be  a  shame  not  to  know  how.  at 
least,  to  read  and  write.  The  warrior  was  a  warrior  still  but 
he  was  also  a  clerk.  His  armor  with  its  heraldic  devices,  was 
placed  in  the  armory  there  to  remain,  and  he  no  longer  was 
obliged  to  make  his  mark  to  a  name  which  some  one  else 
wrote  for  him,  but  he  placed  this  name  there  himscH  with 
his  own  hand. 

It  needs  no  argument,  nor  further  words,  to  show  what 
effect  such  a  marked  change  in  the  condition  of  affairs  must 
have  had  upon  the  use  of  Seals.  We  have  already  seen  how. 
with  the  beginning  of  the  Sixteenth  Century  they  com- 
menced to  lose  their  distinctive  character.  Families  and 
individuals  gradually  dropped  the  large  ornamental  heraldic 
designs  of  the  past,  no  longer  necessary  in  connection  with 
an  autographic  signature,  duly  witnessed  by  similar  sig- 
natures, until,  at  this  day.  the  merest  printed  or  written 
mark,  indicative  of  the  Seal,  is  sufficient,  and  even  this  is 
largelv  retained  to  satisfy  the  character  oi  legal  papers 
whose  material  form  has  been  handed  down  to  ns  from  the 
past  and  is  still   u>cd. 

While,  however,  this  is  true  in  the  case  ^i  individuals,  the 
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Seal  of  old  has  not  yet  entirely  left  us  and  probably  never 
will  do  so.  The  individual  alvteys  remains  the  same  in- 
dividual but  an  agglomeration  of  persons  acting  in  an  in- 
dividual capacity,  is  constantly  changing.  There  must  be 
something  to  stand,  in  law,  for  a  city,  a  business  corpora- 
tion, a  Society  or  any  Association,  a  something  which  is 
the  same  even  though  personal  officials  and  representatives 
may  come  and  go  with  the  days  and  years. 

That  something  is  the  seal,  and  it  is  fitting  that  (in  ac- 
cord with  the  custom  of  fold,  the  seal  of  each  association 
should  consist  of, a  distinctive  design  descriptive  of  it  and 
oT  its  purpose  in  existing,  I  congratulate,  most  heartily, 
this  Society  upon  its  acquisition  of  such  an  one  in  that 
which  is  presented  to  yon  today 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  held  December  16, 
1910.  annual  reports  were  submitted  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, the  Treasurer,  the  Committee  on  Biography,  and  the 
Committee  on  Necrology.  These  reports  were  in  good  gen- 
eral resume  of  the  Society's  affairs  during  the  year,  and 
with  the  exception  of  that  of  the  Committee  on  Biography 
which  was  more  along  the  line  of  r?p<ivlmg  progress,  arc- 
here  reproduced  in  the  Society's  annual  for  the  further  u>e 
of  its  members,  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  houacvCr.  only  in 
abstract,  and  as  summarized  bv  the  Auditors. 


REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 


The  Executive  Committee  begs  to  report  that  it  held 
seven  meetings  during  the  year  just  closing  towards  advanc- 
ing the  interests  of  the  Society  and  the  work  pertaining  to  it 

as   the   County's  historical  organization. 

The  Society  held  six  meetings  at  which  Papers  with  these 
titles  were   read  : 

"Atnirillr:   Township  tlHtl   Town,"   Pnri   J.   by   Joskph    If. 

AVarxkh. 

"The  German  Xnrs/xi /><rs  of  Lebanon  County"hy  Pamki. 
MlLLKK. 

"Stori+fi  of  Old  Shnnpnlvwn,   Ports  2  ami  3,"  by   [)*.   R. 

GiaMiiixK, 
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"77i<>  Sea?  0/  toe  Society"  by  Eev.  Titeo.  E.  Schmauk, 
D.  D. 

"A  Word  about  Seals,"  by  Capt.  H.  31.  M.  Richards, 
Litt.  D. 

The  first  five  of  these  Papers  together  with  Parts  2  of  two 
of  said  Papers  read  the  preceeding  year,  were  put  into 
print  during  the  year,  as  also,  what  may  be  called,  an  annual 
number  covering  the  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  Society's 
annual  meeting  and  dinner  held  Jan.  14,  1910,  a  total  of  four 
issues,  numbered  2,  3,  4,  and  5,  Vol.  V,  and  covering  276 
pages  of- printed  matter.  Your  Committeee  for  itself,  as  also 
in  behalf  of  the  Society,  hereby  again  gives  expression  of  its 
sense  of  obligation  to  the  writers  t>f  these  Papers  for, their 
learned  contributions  to  the  County's  historical  literature. 

Of  acquisition  by,  and  donations  to  the  Society's  Library 
and  museum, ^consisting  of  books,  journals,  pamphlets,  cur- 
ios and  etc..  there  were  about  140  in  number. 

This  number  is  far  less  than  that  of  any  previous  year, 
and  comprises  mostly  additions  acquired  from  exchanging 
bodies  and  societies,  and  only  a  very  small  portion  from 
members  of  the  Society  or  those  friendly  to  the  Society,  be- 
tokening lack  of  interest  in  this  line  of  the  Society's  purpose. 

There  are  many  interesting  things  in  the  line  of  rciic^ 
curios,  rare  documents,  and  books  in  the  hands  of  people 
throughout  the  County  to  which  personal  attachment  has 
ceased  to  hold,  and  which  might  be  gathered  into  our  Soci- 
ety's collection  as  instructive  exhibits  of  past  times  and  af- 
fairs, and  for  preservaiton  against  eventual  loss.  There 
should  be  brought  about  a  revival  of  the  Society's  earlier  ac- 
tivity in  gathering  in  material  along  these  lines,  and  its  ur- 
gency should  appeal  to  every  member  of  the  Society,  a  mat- 
ter very  respectfully  but  pressingly  to  be  referred  to  the 
Society's  Standing  Committee  on  Relics,  Curios  and  An- 
tiques for  larger  'efforts  on  its  part. 
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Altho  the  Constitution  of  the  Society  conditions  an  an- 
nual report  by  its  Librarian  yet  as  a  matter  oi  fact.no  such 
report  has  come  to  the  Society,  from  that  officer  since  his 
last  report  made  Dec.  29.  1904.  In  extenuation,  our  Librarian 
in  every  way  a  worthy  person,  avers  that  his  recommenda- 
tions fall  upon  the  ears-of  the  Society  without  any  furce 
or  response.  Your  Committee  accords  to  the  Librarian  his 
giving  the  Library  and  Museum  a  fair  general  oversight, 
but  it  is  not  sure  that  the  matter  of  cataloguing  and  label- 
ing the  additions  coming  to  the  library  from  time  to  time 
is  being  kept  up,  as  it  was  some  years  ago,  and  as  it  should 
be  done  right  along.  W'c  recommend^Hlat  the  Librarian  be 
respectfully  urged  to  a  continuation  of  That  work,  that  he 
should  also  state  to  the  Society  his  views  and  needs  and  that 
more  favorable  recognition  be  given  his  views  as  far  as  i< 
possible  under  the  present  largely  forbulding  circumstances. 

The  number  of  members  reported  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1909  was 166 

The  number  of  members  added  during  the  year  1910 
was .- • - 11 

Total  membership    1  / 1 

Of   which   number   there   were   lost   by   death 4 

And  by  erasure  of  names 8 

Total    lost —     1- 

Lcaving  the   membership  at    this   time  at 165 

The  receipts  of  the  Society,  per  the  Secretary,  were  a< 
follows  : 

Membership    Fees    $   1100 

Members'  Annual  Dues.  1908  .  .$     3.00 

-       1909  .  .      10.00 

"       1910  ..    118.00 

"       1011    .  .        1.00 

1899-1009  Inc..   ..        5.00 

137.00 
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Sales  of  Publications  of  the  Soci- 
ety     52. 3o 

From  appropriation  of  County 
Funds    200.00 

Total  Receipts .$400.35 

One  of  the  many  pleasing  events  during  the  year  was  the 
acquisition  by  the  Society  of  a  Seal,  a  matter  that  had  been 
tinder  consideration  for  a  period  of  some  six  years.  The 
Seal  was  first  shown  and  delivered  to  the  Sockty  at  its  Oc- 
tober, meeting,  in  connection  with  which  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Schmauk  read  a  most  excellent  Paper  on  "The  Seal  of  the 
Society"/'  comprising  explanations  in  particular  of, the  de- 
tails of  the  Seal  and  of  their  historical  significance. 

Seemingly  the  Society  is  no  nearer  to  a"  home  of  its  own 
than  it  was  a  year  ago,  and  still  must  continue  its  existence 
in  crowded  quarters  and  in  an  environment  altogether  un- 
attractive. Although  hampered  by  these  outward  physi- 
cal conditions,  as.  also  ±>y  lack  of  helpful  cooperation  by 
too  large  a  part  of  its  constituency,  nevertheless  the  society 
must  feel  assured  that  it  is  doing  a  needful  mission  in  this 
community,  along  with  other  organizations  that  make  for 
the  uplift  of  its  citizens. 

In  elucidation  of  many  and  interesting  phases  of  the  his- 
tory of  Lebanon  County  the  Society  has  issued  up  to  this 
time  no  less  than  63  publications,  aggregating  2040  pages 
of  printed  matter,  interspersed  with  numerous  and  rare  illus- 
trations, a  mass  of  historical  literature  in  quantity  and  kind 
not  only  intrinsic  value  to  our  own  people  but  that  is  com- 
manding commendation  and  acquisition  by  other  and  far  dis- 
tant historical  bodies.  The  Society  therefore  in  so  far  stands 
for  actual  and  practical  work  accomplished,  and  it  cannot  be 
said  to  have  altogether  faltered  on  the  work  it  laid  down  to 
itself  to  do  when  it  was  organized  12  years  ago.     Xeverthe- 
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less  a  large  measure  of  work  lies  before  t lie  Society  yet  to 
do  and  to  that  end  it  should  apply  itself  with  an  endeavor 
even  more  diligent  than  ever  before. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
BY  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE, 
S.  P.  Hkit.man,  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  AUDITING  COMMITTEE 


Lebanon,  Pa..  Feby.  I lth,  1911. 
To  the  Lebanon  County  Historical  Society: 

We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  and  audited 
the  books,  accounts-  and  vouchers,  of  the  Treasurer  E.  W. 
Miller.  Esq..  and  find  the  same  to  be  correct  and  true,  sub- 
mitting herewith  the.  following  statement  for  the  year  1910. 

To  Balance  previous  audit $380.49 

Receipts  from  ail   sources 400.35 

.  780.84 

By    Cash    paid.    Orders     Xo.    239    to 

261   inclusive    ' 188.20 

Balance  in  hands  o\  Treasurer ?C)2.?? 

780.84 

J.  K.  Raudkxuvsu, 
II.  (\  Sn.wki.y. 
J.    L    lioc'KRY. 

Commit tet 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  NECROLOGY 


our  Committee  on   Necrology  begs  to  report  that  there 
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have  been  referred  to  it  cforing  the  year  the  deaths  of  fo* 
members  of  the  Society  tor  the  preparation  of"  proper  n<*- 
crological  records  of  them.  viz. : 

Ckx'l    J.  P/S.  Gowx,  May  1. 

IIox.  A.  W.  Eiikgood,  May  20. 

Oko.   \V.  IIayks,  C.  K,  J«ne  20. 

Mrs.  Martha  J.  Ko^s,  Xov.  30. 
All  of  these  were  persons  of  pre-eminence  in  our  com- 
munitv.  most  generous  in  their  activities,  and  to  a  very 
high  degree  illustrative  of  the  excellence  of  good  citizenship. 
Records  of  them  for  preservation  in  the  archives  oi  the 
Society  are  in  preparation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  P.  IIeilmax, 
J.  L.  Lehbergkr, 
Hftxry  C.  Sxavki.y, 

Com  miller. 

(For  their  Necrologies  see  "In  Memoriam"  in  this  number.) 


The  Annual  Dinner. 


It 
i  1 1 


The  Society's  annual  dinner,  in  order  the  thirteenth,  was 
given  at  the  Motel  Weimar.  Lebanon,  in  the  evening  of 
February  16.  1911.  The  following,  from  the  Lebanon  Even- 
ing Report  of  Feb.  17.  is  an  excellent  account  of  the  dinner, 
and  of  matters  pertaining  thereto: 

The  Lebanon  County  Historical  Society  gave  a  •'thirteen 
dinner"  on  Thursday  night  at  the  Hotel  Weimar.  The  So- 
ciety is  thirteen  years  old  :  according  to  the  program  the 
event  was  the  society's  thirteenth  annual  banquet  ;  the  first 
count  of' the  guests  showed  the  number  present  to  be  113, 
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and  for  a  time  there  were  thirteen  guests  at  the  table  set  for 
the  toastniaster  and  orators  of  the  evening 

A  Great  Success. 

Regardless  of  the  number,  however,  the  affair  was  con- 
sidered by  many  to  have  been  the  most  successful  in  the 
society's  history.  The  banquet  was  one  of  the  first  given 
since  the  remodelling  of  the  hotel,  and  the  management  left 
nothing  undone  to  make  the  event  a  big  success  as  a  din- 
ner and  as  a  social  event. 

The  guests  began  to .arrivMbout  8.30  o'clock,  and  an  in- 
formal reception  took  place  inthe  parlors  on  the  second 
floor  of  the  .hotel.  At  9.30  the  banquet  was  served  in  the' 
dining  hall  on  the  first  floor.  The  greater  number  of  the 
guests  occupied  tables  accommodating  from  four  to  nine 
people,  but  the  guests  of  honor  and  participants  in  the  pro- 
gram were  at  a  larger  table  at  the  head  of  the  hall. 


The  Decorations. 

Carnations  and  fern  were  the  floral  decorations  mi  the 
tables.  The  service  was  excellent  and  the  menu  attractive- 
ly arranged.  A  feature  was  planked  Lebanon  county  turkey 
and  broiled  shad. 

The  opening  invocation  was  offered  by  Rev,  Dr.  Law- 
rence Kiester,  President  of  Lebanon  Valley  College.  Ann- 
ville.  During  the  banquet  the  Imperial  Orchestra.  Henry 
H.  Hershberger,  leader,  played  the  following  program: 

March.  Militaire.  Boebni  :  overture.  Morning.  Xoon  anil 
Xight  in  Vienna.  Suppe :  valse.  Suit  No.  2.  Th  Walter;  A 
Barn  Dance,  Albright;  (a)  Hungarian  Dance.  Brahms;  (M 
Serenata.  Moskowski  ;  excerpts  from  Madame  Sherry.  Hos- 
chna ;  Spring  Song.  Mendelssohn;  Waltzes  and  Faust.  Gou- 
nod; Hoopc  Kack,  Xeurtz. 
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Its  Splendid  Work. 

Dr.  E.  Grumbine,  of  Mt.Zion,  the  society's  President,  pre- 
sided at  the  banquet,  and  introduced  the  toastmaster  of  the 
evening.  Eugene  D.  Siegfist.  Esq.,  at  the  opening  of  the 
after-dinner  program.  Mr.  Seigrist  referred  to  the  fact  that 
the  numeral  "thirteen"  played  a  prominent  part  in  the  event, 
and  went  on  to  say  that  the  Lebanon  County  Historical  So- 
ciety is  filling  a  useful  place  in  this  community  and  day. 
and   is   doing  its   important  work   well. 

He  said  that  the  Society  is  performing"  a  useful  service  in 
recording  the  deeds  of  the.  pioneers  who  helped  to  found 
and  bttUd  up  the  republic,  as  wel|as  in  taking  note  of  history 
now  beine  made.  "Its  contributiins  to  the  work  of  histor- 
ians  in  general  are  of  lasting  benefit, "  the  toastmaster  said: 


I 


\Vr 


Introducing  Judge  Henry. 

In  introducing  Judge  Charles  V.  Henry,  the  first  speaker, 
Mr.  Siegrist  said  that  Judge  Henry  was  an  able  and  thor- 
ough going  lawyer,  and  that  he  is  'making  good"  as  an  able 
thorough-going  judge.  The  toastmaster  further  referred  to 
the  renovation  of  the  Court  House  instituted  at  the  surges 
tion  of  Judge  Henry  recently,  after  a  delay  of  two  years 
since  the  Court  House  fire,  and  said  that  his  Honor  was 
animated  largely  in  deciding  on  the  improvements  by  a  visit 
to  the  Grand  Jury  room  where  the  Historical  Society  has  its 
museum.  The  judge,  Mr.  Siegrist  said,  beheld  the  relics  of 
other  days  stored  there  by  the  historians,  and  then  and 
there,  being  duly  sworn,  made  a  high  resolve  that  this  "no- 
ble pile,"  the  Court  House,  should  be  saved  from  rack  and 
ruin  hericeforth,  immediately.  "Boston  has  her  Faneuil 
Hall ;  Philadelphia  has  her  Independence  Hall,  and  Leba- 
non has  her  Court  House  again,"  declared  the  toastmaster, 
impressively. 
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"Judge  Henry,"  said  .Mr.  Siegrist,  "has  never  been  re- 
versed by  the  Superior  Court  or  by  the  .Supreme  Court. 
Whether  or  not  the  fact  that  the  judge  has  not  been  in  office 
long  enough  for  the  hearing  of  an  appeal  from  any  decision 
he  may  have  made,  has  anything  to  do  with  the  fact  that  he 
has  never  been  reversed,  doth  not  appear  on  record." 

Mr.  Siegrist  concluded  by  telling  his  auditors  what  a  priv- 
ilege a  judge  enjoys,  in  always  getting  the  last  word.  Judge 
Henry,  in  responding,  got  in  the  "last  word"  very-  effectively 
by  giving  Mr.  Siegrist  the  "retort  courteous." 

Judge  Henry's  Access. 

"The  Historical  Society"  was  th-e  theme  assigned  to  him. 
Judge  Henry  referring  more  particularly  to  the  inspiration 
that  history  gives  to  mankind,  and  the  value  o(  historians' 
work,  instead  of  covering  the  field  in  a  general  way. 

The  speaker  told  of  the  inspiration  that  recorded  history 
as  conveyed  to  posterity  in  written  history,  m  paintings,  in 
monuments,  gives  to  a  people  that  make  up  a  nation.-  He 
dwelt  at  length  on  the  noble  incentives  that  should  be  stirred 
to  life  by  a  stuo^y  of  historic  documents  such  as  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  the  lives  of  Washington  and 
Lincoln,  or  the  story  of  the  Battle  of  Gettysburg  or  some 
other  great  conflict  that  marked  a  turning  point  or  tidal 
mark  in  the  history  of  a  race. 

No  Sectional  Side. 

Referring  to  Gettysburg,  Judge  Henry  said  that  there 
should  no  longer  be  "any  sectional  differences,  no  Xorth 
and  South,  in  this  land  ;  every  American  should  stand  for  a 
united  country,  for  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  num- 
ber. 

"Appomatox  reminds  us  of  the  victory  of  the  vanquished, 
and  the  dawn  of  the  reconstruction  era.  These  ar%e  land- 
marks in  history." 
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Preserve  Local  Lore. 


\ 


Judge  Henry  told  of  the  detailed  and  locally  important 
work  the  local  societies  do  in  preserving  for  later  generations 
the  records  and  history  of  posterity.  He  said  they  do  a 
greater  work,  relatively,  for  the  individual  community  than 
do  the  State  societies.  The  officers  and  members  of  the 
county  societies  do  the  work  for  no  personal  gain  or  re- 
ward, and  without  mercenary  interest.  They  preserve  the 
history  of  former  years  and  historical  records  from  a  highly 
laudable  sense  of  duty  to  posterity,  and  from  a  sense  of 
patriotic  obligation  to  coming  generations. 

In  conclusion  Judge  Henry  said  that  "in  living  today,  we 
should  not  forget  that  j\-e  are  living  for  th<;  morrow;  we 
are  making  history  dailv.  and  have  it  in  our  power-  to  make 
it  a  worthy  or  unworthy  record  of-events;  it  is  in  our  power 
to  achieve  something  for  human  progress  and  human  ad- 
vancement." 

Talk  on  Conservation. 

Toastmaster  Siegrist.  in  introducing  Thomas  Lvnch 
Montgomery,  of  Philadelphia,  State  Librarian  at  Harris- 
burg,  and  brother  of  Rev.  S.  G.  Morton  Montgomery  of 
Johnstown,  said  that  Mr.  Montgomery's  topic.  "Conserva- 
tion." meant  conservation  of  knowledge,  rather  than  the 
conservation  of  natural  resources  so  much  talked  of  in  the 
public  press  nowadays.  Mr.  Siegrist  informed  the  banquet- 
ers that  it  wasn't  true  Mr.  Montgomery,  who  is  a  very  tall 
man,  got  his  state  librarian's  position  simply  because  he  is 
able  to  reach  the  books  on  the  highest  shelves.  He  said  the 
library  Mr.  Montgomery  has  charge  of  is,  moreover,  none 
o.f  the  57  Carnegie  varieties,  but  a  real  state  institution. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  in  beginning  his  response  to  the  toast, 
paid  a  graceful  tribute  to  the  Secretary  of  the  local  society. 
Dr.  S.  \\  Heilman,  of  Heilmandale.     Dr.  Heilman,  is  said 
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is  a  man  whose  letters  must  be  answered  by  a  return  mail, 
under  penalty  of  getting  a  second  inquiry  at  once  from  the 
Heilmandale  historian,  asking  about  the  "delay  in  respond-" 
ing  to  the  first  message. 

Mr.  Montgomery  said  he  wished  to  affirm  the  views  of 
Judge  Henry  in  regard  to  the  importance  and  value  of  the 
work  of  the  local  historical  societies.  He  predicted  the 
coming  of  the  day  when  each  county  society  will  have  its 
own  building,  for  meeting,  library  and  museum  purposes. 

Work  of  Librarians. 

Mr.  Montgomery  told  of  tneVyvqrk  of  Franklin  and  other 
pioneer  historians  and  librarians,  and  referred  to  the  new 
iaw  that  permits  county  or  township  societies  to.  have  their 
records  repaired,  stored  away  or  otherwise  looked  after  at 
the  state's  expenses. 

In  conclusion,  he  told  of  the  sentiment  that  attaches  to 
historical  research,  but  said  that,  even  historical  sentiment 
can  be  carried  too  far.  To  illustrate  the  point,  he  told  the 
story  of  the  sentimental  old  lady  who  journeyed  to  the  tomb 
of  Washington  at  Mt.  Vernon.  She  mistook  another  struc- 
ture for  the  tomb  of  the  Father  of  His  Country,  and  had 
been  weeping  copiously  for  some  time,  inspired  by  Mt.  Ver- 
non's sacred  sentiments,  before  she  found  she  was  at  the  ice 
house  instead  of  the  tomb: 


On  A  Personal  Tour. 

"We  will  now,"  said  Toastmaster  Siegrist,  in  introducing 
Representative  E.  E.  Beidelman,  of  Harrisburg,  "take  a  brief 
but  personally  conducted  tour  through  the  Past,  the  Present 
and  the  Future,  with  Mr.  Beidelman  as  pilot.  All  that  ever 
was,  is  now,  or  ever  shall  be,  shall  be  arrayed  before  your 
astonishing  eyes  and  ears.  The  first  shall  be  represented 
by  the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica,  the  second  by  the  Harris- 


312 


LEBANON  COUNTY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


burg  'Patriot,'  and  the  third  by  the  Book  of  Revelations." 

The  toastmaster  went  on  to  siy  that  Mr.  Beidelmanf  when 
a  candidate  for  re-eelction  to  the  Assembly  was  attacked 
by  certain  misguided  Democratic  newspapers,  and  found  it 
necessary  to  put  out  a  big  banner,  at  his  headquarters,  with 
the  legend,  "I  Stand  on  My  Record."  "Thereupon,"  said 
Mr.  Siegrist,"  the  worthy  folk  of  Dauphin  rose  In  their 
might  and  main  and  re-elected  Mr.  Beidelman  by  the  over- 
whelming majority  of  seven  votes."  "Twenty-three,"  mur- 
mured Mr.  Beidelman. 

Why  He  Likes  It. 

Mr.  Beidelman  said -that  he  felt  at  home  in  Lebanon  be- 
cause Tie  lives  in  Lebanon  County  four,  months  out  .of  every 
year,  having  a  cottage  at  Mt.  Gretna.  He  said  that  he  has 
been  assigned  a  dangerous  topic,  that  he*could  not  answer 
for  the  past  of  Lebanon  ;  County  folks,  and  that  he  had 
gotten  a  notice,  presumably  from  the  Secretary,  Dr.  Heil- 
man,  to  go  slow  on  the  first -section  of- the  toast,  "The  Past. 
Mr.  Beidelman  said  thatHarry  J.  Shenk  and  "Gabe"  Mover 
had  "framed"  up  this  alarming  subject  for  his  toast.  It 
simply  shows  their  generosity,  he  said. 

Mr.  Beidelman  paid  a  fine  tribute  to. the  Pennsylvania- 
German  and  to  the  part  he  played  in  the  glorious  historv  ot 
the  Commonwealth  and  the  nation. 

Before  the  banquet  ended  Dr.  Heilman  called  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  program  bore  the  society's  seal,  making 
the  program  a  worthy  souvenir  of  the  event.  The  diners 
then  adjourned. 

The  Fine  Menu. 

Following  is  the  excellent  menu  for  the  dinner: 
Grape     Fruit,  An  Maraschino 
Green  Turtle  Soup 
Almonds  Celery      .  Olives 
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Broiled  Shad,  Maitre  D'Hotel 
Pommes  Monoplaine 
*  Planked   Lebanon   County  Turkey* 

New  Bermudas         Petits  Pois        Asparagus  Tips 

Punch,  A  La  Weimar 

Lettuce  and  Tomato  Salad  , Mayonnaise 

Roquefort  Cheese  Bent's  Toasted  Crackers 

Neapolitan  Ice  Cream  Assorted  Cakes 

Fruit      Cafe  Noir,  Demi  Tasse       Cigars 

The  committees  in  charge  were:  George  D.  Krause,  Hen- 
ry C.  Grittinger,  Harry  J.  Shenk,  Jos.rL.  Lemberger,  Samuel 
P.  Heilman.    .  *'" 

Those  in  Attendance. 

Those  present  were:  Rev.  Lawrence  Kiester,  D.  D,%  presi- 
dent of  Lebanon  Valley  College;  Judge  Charles  ,V.  Henry, 
Eugene  T).  Siegrist,  Esq. ;  Dr.  E.  Grumbine,  Hon.  Thomas 
L.  Montgomery,  E.  E.  Beidelman,  Esq. ;  Gabriel  H.  Mover. 
Esq.;  Col.  Thomas  C.  Zimmerman,  of  Readingj  E.  W,  Mil- 
ler,, Esq.;  John  M.  Allwein,  Rev.  Dr.  Clellan  .A.  Bowman, 
dean  of  Albright  College,  Myerstown  ;  Dr.  S.  P.  Heilman,  of 
Heilman  Dale. 

Christian  Shenk,  Mrs.  Eugene  D. 'Siegrist,.  Miss  Selena 
Ramsey,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  J.  Shenk. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  H.  Merritt,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  T.  J. 
Birkbeck,  L.  Weimer  Murray. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  A.  Richter,  Miss  Jessie  M.„  Killough.Maj. 
or  J.  M.  Shindel,  Major  M.  A.  Gherst,  E.  E.  McCurdy,  Esq. 

Mrs.  M.  R.  Weimer,  Asa  A.  Weimer,  Miss  Shenfelder, 
Hon.  and  Mrs.  Edgar  A.  Weimer,  Miss  Birkinbine,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Howard  A.  Keiser. 

Rev.  W.  D.  Happel,  D.  D.,  and  Mrs.  Happel ;  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
William  M.  Guilford,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Lemberger,  Mrs. 
Schlosser,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  William  B.  Means. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Evans,  Colonel  and  Mrs.  A.  Frink 
Seltzer,  Mrs.  Robson  CJ  Greer,  Mrs.  Frank  Colvin.         *    - 

Rev.  J.  Max  Hark,  D.  D..  and  Mrs.  Hark;  Mr.  and  ^rs. 
Charles  M.  Zerbe,  Esq. 

Dr.  John  C.  Bucher,  John  E.  Hartman.  H.  H.  Ulrich, 
Harry  G.  Louser. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  C.  Grittinger,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry 
T.  Richards,  Dr.  Harvey  L.  Geberich,  Daniel  M.  Sharp,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ambrose  E.  Lehman. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  U.  Sowers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wm  P.  Col- 
dren,  Dr.  and  Mrs.- William  T.  Bruce. 

J.  Henry  Miller,  Miss  Alice  Miller,  Mr.  and  Mrs-.  John 
Munsicker,  Sr. 

*    George  D.  Krause.  Mifs  Ka.thryn  Reinard.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
G.  B.  McC.  Derr,  Francis  H.  E.  Gleim. 

Miss  Mary  C.  Pennington, -Dr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Stein, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  H.  Cilley,  Dr.  J.  DeWitt  Kerr.  U.  S.  A. 

A.  G.  Reizenstein,  Miss  Reisenstein.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
D.  Brown,  Mr.  and  Mrs!  John  K.  Raudenbush. 

Rev.  H.  Branson  Richards,  John  H.  Louser.  Esq.,  Samuel 
Riegel,  Charles  K.  Witmer,  Esq. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  S.  Becker,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cyrus  F. 
Strickler,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  H.  Strickler,  Miss  Josephine 
Strickler,  Mr  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Carrriany. 

Dr.  E.  R.  Mader.  Miss  Caroline  Mader,  Mrs.  S.  P.  Heil- 
man,  Miss  Kathryn  Heilman. 

Miss  Clara  A.  Sherk,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Hunsecker,  Jr., 
T.  R.  Hughes. 
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The  Election  of  Officers.. 


At  the  February  stated  meeting  of  the  Society,  held  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1911,  the  following  were  elected  the  officers  of 
the  Society  for  the  current  year: 

President, 
Wtm.  M.  Guilford,  M.  D.,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Vice-Presidents, 

Prof.  Thos.  S.  Stern,  «*  George  D.  Kracsk, 

Annville,  Pa.  •■  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Secretary, 

S.  P.  Hf.ii.man,  M.  D.,  Heilman  Dale,  Lebanon  Co.,  Pa. 

Treasurer, 
E.  W.  Miller,  Esq.,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Librarian, 
Samuel  RrEOEL,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Executive  Committee, 
1911. 
Prof.  Thomas  S.  Stein,  Annville,  Pa. 
('apt.  II.  M.  M.  Richards,  Litt.  D.,  Lebanon,  Pa. 


1915. 

Rev.   Theo.   E.   Schmauk,  D.  D.,  Lebanon,  Pa. 
Henry  (.'.  Gittinoer,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

1913. 
Ezra  Grumrine,  M.  D.,  Ht  Zion,  Pa. 
John  Hhnsicker,  Lebanon,  Pa. 
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General  John  Peter  Shindel  Gobin. 


Born  Jan.  26,  1837.  Died  May  1,  1910. 

Aged  73  years,  3  mos.  and  5  days. 

Gen'l  Gobin's  place  of  birth  was  Sunbury,  Northumber- 
land Co.,  Pa.  *  His  parents  were  Samuel  S.  Gobin  and  Susan 
Shindle.    From  the  former  he -inherited  the  martial  spirit  of 
his  parental  ancestors,  from  the  lattef^he  scholarly  charac- 
teristics of  these  on  the  maternal  side.  After  his  earlieryears 
had  been  spent  in  acquiring-  an  academy  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  town  he  entered  and  learned  the  print- 
er's trade  in  the  office  of  the  Sunbury  American.     Further 
on  he  studied  law  under  the  preceptorship  of  M.  L.  Shindel, 
Esq.,  and  Gen.  J.  K.  Clement,  and  in  the  year  1858  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  P>ar  of  this  County.     In  this  line  of  activity  he 
could,,  owing  to   his    military   predisposition,    however,   re- 
main but  a  short  time,  for  on   President  Lincoln's  first  call 
for  three  months'  men  he  promptly  responded,  entering  the 
army  April  19,  1861.  as  a  First   Lieutenant  of  Co.  F..   11th 
Reg.  Pa.  Volunteers.     For  valiant  services  constantly  ren- 
dered by  him  he  was  promoted  to  higher  positions  in  the 
army  in  rapid  succession,  these  services  continuing  without 
interruption  during  the  entire  war,  and  even  beyond  that 
and  up  to  Jan.  9,  1866,  when  he  was  mustered  out  as  Provost 
Judge    of   Charleston.    South    Carolina,    where    he    had    re- 
mained with  his  regiment. 

Immediately  after  leaving  the  army  he  located  in   Leba- 
non and  resumed  the  practice  of  law.     In  this  he     soon  ac- 
quired  first  place,  and  early  was  called   to  the   position   oi* 
County  Solicitor.    In  1884  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate 
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of  Pennsylvania  in  which  body  he  served  continuously  unt 
1899,  a  period  of  15  years,  and  an  unprecedented  term,  and 
even  then  had  to  resign  from  that  position  to  take  up  that 
of  Lieutenant  Governor  to  which  he  had  been  elected  in  the 
year  1898. 

The  space  here  permitted  is  far  too  short  to  adequately 
and  justly  portray,  even  in  fair  outline,  the  further  career  of 
the  General,  and  the  almost  numberless  activities  in  which  he 
found  himself  engaged,  and  wherein  he  was  ahvays  a  much 
sought  -for  and  decisive  factor,  whether  in  his  citizen-  re- 
lationships.  his  trusteeships,  his  affiliations  with  Fraternities 
or  his  solcitorships  for  corporations  to  all  of  which  he  was. 
most. faithful  and  gave  his  Brest  service.  However, in  the  way 
of  naming  a  few  of  these,  He  was'a  charter  member  of  Post 
42.  G.  A.  R.,  which  he  helped  to  organize,  and  to  which  he 
was  most  devoted  and  which  organization  in  1897  made  him 
Commander-in:Chief  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  wcr'c 
of  which  he  took  special  pride.  He  held  the  highest  post 
in  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Templar  in  the  Unit- 
ed States.  So  also  as  to  the  Masonic  Order  in  the  United 
States.  He  was  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  Mohegan 
Lodge  Xo.  288.  Odd  Fellows  of  Lebanon,  and  one  of  the 
first  members  of  Washington  Camp  Xo.  381.  Patriotic  Oder 
Sons  of  America,  of  Lebanon,  a  member  of  the  Union 
League,  Philadelphia,  a  Brigadier  General  of  Volunteers 
in  the  Spanish  American  War,  as  the  Commander  of  the 
Third  Brigade,  X.  G.  P.  he  maintained  order  during  numer- 
ous riots  in  this  state,  was  a.  Trustee  of  the  Soldeirs'  and 
Sailors'  Home,  Erie,  Pa.,  a  Commissioner  of  the  States'  Sol- 
diers' Orphans  Schools,  Commissioner  of  the  Gettysburg 
Battlefield  Association,  and  Solicitor  of  the  First  National 
Bank,  Lebanon,  and  of  the   Lebanojo   and  Cornwall    R.   R. 

Company. 

• 

The  distinctive  work  of  his  last  year's  was  the  assistance 
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he  extended  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associtaion  of 
Lebanon,  as  Trustee  of  the  same,  in  the  affairs  of  which  he 
took  a  warm  interest. 

In  the  year  1866  he  was  united  in  wedlock  with  Miss  An- 
nie* Howe,  a,  daughter  of  Capt.  Howe,  U.  S.  A.,  of  Massa- 
chusetts.   They  "had  no  children. 

He  became  a  member  of  the  Lebanon  County  Historical 
Society  February  16,  1900.  At  the  Society's  Second  Annual 
Dinner  given  Dec.  15,  1899,  he  responded  in  most  eloquent 
manner  to  the  toast:  "Lebanon  County  in  the  Wars  of  the 
Nation." 

As  a  soldier,  public  official,  lawyer  and  citizen.  Gen.  Gobin 
made  a  brilliant  career.  He  was  of  a  pleasing  personality, 
kind  and  courteous  to  all,  possessed  a  commanding  figure, 
was  strong  in-  his  characteristics,  warm-hearted  and  charit- 
able and  in  his  public  and  private  life  throughout  impressed 
his  personality  upon  all  the  affairs  in  which  he  was  called  to 
engage.  -'    '  S.  P.  H. 
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Hon.  Allen  Walborn  Ehrgood,  J.  C. 


Born  October  2,  1851.        Died  May  20.  1910. 
Aged  58  years.  7  mos.  and  18  days. 

Judge  Ehrgood  was  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Rebecca  (Wal- 
born) Ehrgood,  whose  home  was  at  Monroe  Forge,  Bethel 
Township,"  Lebanon  Co.,  Pa.  During  his  boyhood  years 
he  attended  the  district  schools,  after  tffcjch,  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  years,  he  was  apprenticed  to  thectrade  of  shoemak- 
ing  with  Wm.  B.  Ulrich  in  Swatara  Township.  After  two 
and  one-half  years'  service  with  Mr.  Ulrich  he- returned  to 
school  in  1867,  supplementing  this  with  a  course  at  the  Mil- 
lersville.  State  Normal  School,  from  which  he  was  graduat- 
ed in  1876.  He- taught  eight  terms  in  the  public  schools  of 
the  county,  six  of  these  before  and  while  attending  the  Nor- 
mal School  and  two  terms  after  having  been  graduated  from 
that  school. 

Succeeding  this  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  with  William 
G.  Lehman.  Esq.,  of  Lebanon,  and  on  January  16,  1880.  was 
admitted  to  the  Lebanon  Bar.  and  in  May  1S84  to  the  State 
Supreme  Court.  On  January  1,  1887.  he  assumed  the  posi- 
tion of  District  Attorney  to  which  he  had  been  elected  in  the 
Kail  of  1886.  for  a  term  of  three  years.  Mis  work  as  public 
prosecutor  won  him  wide  reputation,  leading  to  higher  hon- 
ors for  him  in  that  in  1895  he  was  elected  Judge  of  the  52nd 
Judicial  District  of  Pennsylvania,  comprise.!  of  Lebanon 
County,  for  a  term  of  ten  years,  and  re-elected  in  1905  tor  an- 
other term  of  ten  years. 

During  his  first  term  as  Judge  he  was  called  to  sit  as  one 
of  the  Board  of  ]va\^  to  hear  the  celebrated  Schuylkill  C* 
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election  contest,  requiring  several  months  of  most  arduous 
labor  on  his  part,  but  idding  very  much  to  -his  reputation 
as  a  Judge.  This  reputation  he  maintained  during  his  entire 
judicial  career,  and  as  a  Judge  he  stood  high  in  the  ranks  of 
the  successful  jurists  of  the  State,  so  much  so  that  altho  he 
was  called  upon  during  his  long  term  of  office  to  decide 
a  large  number  of  important  cases  he  established  the  proud 
record  of  having  his  judgment  reversed  in  but  very  few 
cases  either  by  the  State  Supreme,  or  the  State  Superior. 
Court. 

Although  intensely  occupied  with  his  work  as  judge  he 
took  time  to  interest  himself  in  other  activities  in  his 
community.  He  was  a^Mason,  was  a  member  of  the  Pat- 
riotic Order  Sons  of  America,  of  the  Junior  American  Me- 
chanics, Royal  ArcanurrJ,  Elks  and  the  Steitz  Club  of  Leba- 
non. He  was  also  a  charter  member  of  the  Rescue  Hose 
Fire  Company  and  of  theLebarion  County  Historical  Society. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Schantz.  a  daughter  of  the 
late  Joseph.  Schantz,  of  Lebanon,  with  whom  he  had  two 
children,  Dora  Mabel  and  Allen  Henry,  who  with  theif 
mother,  survive  the  Judge. 

Judge  Ehrgood  was  possessed  of  many  sterling  qualities 
of  mind  and  heart.  By  his  own  efforts  he  earned  a  way  to 
eminence  and  maintained  a  high  standard  of  judicial  ability 
and  integrity  throughout  his  long  term  of  service.  He  was 
easy  of  approach  and  simple  in  his  tastes.  He  was  consid- 
erate of  the  members  of  the  Bar  as  to  their  rights  and  pri- 
ileges — and  to  the  unfortunate  prisoner  he  was  merciful. 

S.  P.  H. 
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George  Washington  Hayes,  C.  E. 


Born  July  8,  1854.        Died  June  20,  1910. 
Aged  55  years,  11  mos.  and  12  days. 

Mr.  Hayes  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  a  son  of  Ferdinand 
Eugene  Hayes,  in  his  day  a  lawyer  of  prominence  in  Phila- 
delphia and  Sarah  E.  (Singer)  Hayes.  At  about  the  age  of 
30- years _he -came  to  Lebanon  and  soon  became  one  of  the 
city's  leading  residents  and  occupied  an  important  place  in 
many  of  its  affairs,  civil,  educational  and  religious. 

In  preparation  ior  active  life  he  took  a  course  in  the  Poly- 
technic, College  of  Philadelphia^  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated as  Bachelor  of  Civil  Engineering  in  1884,  and  a  course 
in  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  receiving  the  de- 
gree of  Graduate  of  Pharmacy  in  1882.  He  ser/ed  in  the 
Engineer  Corps  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  and  was  chief 
engineer  of  the  United  States  Centennial  Exposition  in  1S76. 
He  was  Chief  Engineer  of  many  railroads,  steam  and  elec- 
tric. He  was  at  one  time  County  Surveyor  of  Lebanon 
Co.  and  served  for  3  terms  of  3  years  as  City  Engineer  of  the 
City  of  Lebanon.  He  did  a  great  deal  of  expert  surveying 
for  many  of  the  railroads  and  industrial  corporations  of  Leb- 
anon and  elsewhere,  and  did  much  work  in  the  way  of  grad- 
ing and  establishing  lines  of  streets,  his  last  work  of  this 
kind  having  been  done  for  the  Borough  of  Richland. 

He  was  a  TJnited  States  Juror  of  the  Paris  Universal  Ex- 
position in  1889,  from  which  he  received  a  medal  and  a  di- 
ploma. He  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  first  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Chautauqua,  and  taught  clas- 
ses in  Chemistry  and  Geology  in  its  Summer  Schools.    TUtr 
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surveyed  and  laid  out  the  water  and  sewerage  systems  at 
Mt.  Gretna,  and  had  charge  of  alrthe  Chautauqua  Associa- 
tion's Public  Works.  He  organized  and  taught  the  C.  L. 
S.  C.  circles  at  Mt.  Gretna  and  also  delivered  lectures  before 
the  Annville  and  Lebanon  C.  L.  S.  C,  was  Chemist  and 
Geologist  of  the  Lebanon  County  Agricultural  and  Horti- 
cultural Association,  a  member  of  the  Lebanon  County  His- 
torical Society,  the  American  Association  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  Science,  the  Engineers'' Club  of  Philadelphia,  and 
'.he  Engineers'  Club  of  Central  Pennsylvania.- 

As  a  member  of  the  Salem  Lutheran  Church  he  was  for 
ma'hy  years  a  Trustee  of  that  Church ;  he  seared  on  the 
Buildings  Committee  "when  its  nejv  Memorial  ^Thapel  was 
planned  and  erected ;  taught  a  ypung  Jadies'  class  in  its 
Sunday  School,  continuing  with  nis  class  the  class  taught 
by  his  wife  when  she  died  nearly  eight  years  ago.  and  as  a 
lawman  "stood  high  in  his  Church  and  jrequently  represented 
the  same  at  ministerial  assemblages,  'inferences  and  con- 
veiuious.  For  near1;'  25  years  he  was  *he  local  observer  for 
the  United  States  Weather. Bureau. 

On  September  4,  1884,  he  -married*. Agnes  Ida,  a  daughter 
of  the  late  John  Uhler,  of  Lebanon.  She  preceded  him  in 
death  Nov.  23,  1903.  They  left  no  children.  "Meadow 
Bank."  the  name  of  his  Lebanon  residence,  was  well  known 
for  the  hospitality  shown  there  at  all  times,  as  wellas  for  the 
culture  and  refinement  of  its  inmates,  the  Misses  Uhler, 
with  whom  he  made  his  home  after  the  death  of  his  wife 
who  had  been  their  sister. 

Mf. -Hayes  was  one  of  Lebanon's  leading  citizens,  a  faith- 
ful public  official,  a  man  devoted  to  literary  pursuits  and 
mental  culture,  precise  and  accurate  in  any  line  of  activity 
whereto  he  applied  himself,  and  for  tj]e  many  distinctions 
he  had  attained  ,as  also  for  his  generous  sefvice  and  affable 
ways,  he  was  everywhere,  and  by  a  host  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances, held  fn  high  estedm.  •     "  S.  P.  H 
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Martha  Jane  Ross. 


Bom  May  24,  1830.      Died  Nov.  30,  1910. 
Aged  80  years,  6  mos.  and  6  days. 

Mrs.  Ross  was  the  oldest  daughter  of  William  C.  Robin- 
son and  Jeanette  Lytle,  both  of  Scotch  Irish  descent.  The 
Robinson  ancestors  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  "Lawn,  then  in 
Lancaster  County,  in  1721,  nearly  two'centuries  ago,  and  it 
was  there  that  she  was  born.  She  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Mount  Joy,  Lancaster  Co.,  and  later  in  a  pri- 
vate school  for  young  ladies  in  the  same  town.  Her  edu- 
cation was  very  thorough  and  complete,  considering  the 
limited  "educational  facilities  For  young  women  of  that  day. 

At  the  age  of  21  years  she  was  married  to  Dr.  George  Ross 
ofElizabethtown,  immediately  after  which  the  wedded  pair 
came  to  Lebanon  and  took  up  their  residence  in  the  home- 
stead opposite  the  Lebanon  Court  House,  next  to  what  later 
became  the  Ross  pharmacy.  Her  husband  here  acquired 
high  distinction  in  the  profession  of  pharmacy,  at  the  same 
time  that  he*  established  one  of  the  largest  wholesale  and 
retail  drug  houses  in  this  section. 

On  Sunday,  April21,  1861,  three  days  after  the  Baltimore 
Massacre  which  aroused  the  enitre  North,  and  five  days  af- 
ter the  fall  of  Fort  Sumpter,  April'  17,  1861,  Captain  Ulrich's 
Company  of  Lebanon  volunteers  started  for  the  front  in 
answer  to  the  Call  of  President  Lincoln  for  75,000  men. 
Before  these  men  left  two  American  flags,  made  by  the  la- 
dies of  Lebanon,  were  raised  simultaneously,  one  on  the 
^ourt  House,  and  the  other  from  the  residence  of  Dr.  Ross. 
The  Court  House  flag  was  gradually  torn  to  shreds *by  the. 
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winds  of  heaven.  The  Ross  flag  was  more  carefull}!  kept, 
and  ;  fter  the  many  ytars  gone  by  was  in  the  year  1904  pre- 
sented by  Mrs.  Ross  to  the  Lebanon  County  Historical  So- 
ciety, on  the  wall  of  the  room  of  which  the  flag  hangs  sus- 
pended, a  precious  relic  of  those  far-off  strenous  days, 
and  a  patriotic  memorial  to  Mrs.  Ross. 

Her  patriotic  fervor  was  in  further  exercise  in  that  she 
with  other  patriotic  women  of  Lebanon  constituted  them- 
selves into  a  Society  called  the  Women's  Aid  Society  of 
Lebanon,  of  which  Society  she  was  the  worthy  President^ 
and  by  which  much  was  done  during  the  entire  Civil  War 
for  the  alleviation  of.  the  injured,  needy  and  other  unfortu- 
nate soldiers.  In  Vol  III,  No.  6,  of  the  Society's  publica- 
tions entitled:  "The  Women's  Aid  Society  of  Lebanon  -Dur- 
ing the  War  of  the  Rebellion"  is  given  a  full  account  of  the 
splendid  services  of  the  Lebanon  ladies  who  constitued  that 
I  Society.  In  further  recognition  of  her  services  along  this 
line  she  was  made  ah  honorary  member  of  the  93rd  Regi- 
mental Association.  .   Z'  "  ~    ' 

Mrs.  Ross  was  a  forceful  factor  in  the  affairs  of  the  Leb- 
anon Home  forAVidows  and  aged  Single  Women  as  Presi- 
dent for  many  years  of  that  institution,  and  of  which  she 
was  the  Honorary  President,  at  the  time  of  her  death.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  German  Society,  and  of 
the  Lebanon  County  Historical  Society,  to  both  of  which 
she  lent  her  frequent  presence,  and  made  many  donations  to 
the  latter  beside  the  signal  one  mentioned  above.  She  took 
an  active  interest  in  matters  of  current  history  and  in  his- 
torical research. 

Although  born  and  bred  of  Presbyterian  stock  Mrs.  Ross 
/  became  a  member  of  the  Church  of  God  at  Elizabethtown 
at  the  time  of  her  marriage,  and  retained  her  membership  in 
that  denomination  during  her  life  time,  giving  active  ser- 
vice also  for  many  years  in  a  Sunday  School  of  that  Church 
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at  Annville,  altho  in  later  years  she  worshipped  in  St.  John's 
Reformed  Church,  Lebanon. 

The  death  of  her  husband  preceded  her  own  by  thirty 
years,  and  occurred  on  the  same  day  of  the  week  that 
marked  her  departure.  During  her  60  years  of  residence  in 
Lebanon  she  was  one  of  its  leading  women,  and  applied  her- 
self along  many  lines  of  activity,  mostly  of  a  philanthropic 
character.  She  was  abundant  also  in  private  charities  and 
benefactions  which  she  rendered  effectively  ,yet  without 
ostentation — the  best  memorial  to  her — a  Martha  in  name, 
a  Martha  in  fact. 

S.  P.  H. 
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